THE   YEZIDEES

Mr. Rassam, who was the British Vice-Consul at
Mosul, and he obtained the release of the priest by
paying a large sum as ransom money. This debt
was faithfully repaid, and since that time the Yezi-
dees have cherished very grateful memories of the
English,

Many years ago these Yezidees were a very
powerful tribe. They had two principal strong-
holds, one in the mountains lying to the west of
Mosul, and the other only twenty-four hours' journey
to the north. By means of continual attacks and
massacres at the hands of the Kurds, their population
has been reduced considerably, only about one-third
remaining of their original number.

Mohammedans are always very bitter against any
sect which is supposed to have no " Book." The
Yezidees, coming under this category, receive little
mercy from them, and for centuries have been ex-
posed to persecutions from these their oppressors.
Of late years the Yezidees have seen the uselessness
of rebelling against their fate, and, acknowledging
their defeat, are patiently bearing their misfortunes.

These so-called devil-worshippers recognise one
Supreme Being, but apparently do not offer any
prayers directly to Him. The name of God is often
on their lips in the form of oaths, but that of the
evil spirit is never to be heard. So far do they carry
this superstition, that not only will they not use the
word Shaitan (Satan), but any word beginning with
" sh " is also shunned by them. Then, again, such a
veneration have they for Satan, that it is prohibited
amongst the Yezidees to utter any word containing
the letter ^ (shin), being the first letter of the
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